UNCLASSIFIED 
AD  NUMBER 

_ AD389785 _ 

_ CLASSIEICATION  CHANGES 

TO:  unclassified 

FROM:  confidential 

LIMITATION  CHANGES 

TO: 

Approved  for  public  release,  distribution 
unlimited 


FROM: 

DoD  Controllintg  Organization:  Department 
of  the  Army,  Office  of  the  Adjutant 
General,  Washington,  DC  20310. 


_ AUTHORITY _ 

12  Feb  1969  per  DoDD  5200.10  document 
marking;  Adjutant  General's  Office  [Army] 
Itr  dtd  29  Apr  1980 


THIS  PAGE  IS  UNCLASSIEIED 


00 

i> 

00 

CO 


CONFIDENTIAL 


DEmU^MENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
omcx  or  the  adjutant  oenenal 

•WASHINGTON.  D.C*  A0S10 


IN  REPLY  REFER  TO  V  _ 

AG<lM-P(M)(i9  Jul  67)POR(et-’^I>^w'/i)^£^ 

eg).  ‘ 

SUBJECT:  «  0pg*iaij4gHrt"n>nMt  L  »L« 


TO: 


OCD  DIOTMbOWOW 

KH" 


1.  t'orwaroad  as  inciosufe  is  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned, 
Headquarters,  17th  Combat  Aviation  Group  for  quarterly  period  ending  31 
January  1967.  Information  contained  in  this  report  should  be  reviewed 
and  evaluated'’by  CDC  in  accordance  with  paragraph  6f  of  AR  1-19  and  by 
CONARC  in  accordance  with  paragraph  6c  and  d  of  AR  1-19.  Evaluations 
and  corrective  actions  should  be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  rhport  is  provided  to  the  Com- 
mandants  of  the  Service  Schools  to  insure  appropriate  benefits  in  the 
future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations,  and  may  be 
adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  matv-rlal. 


1  Incl-  “^i^NETH  G.  WICKHAM 


as 


DISTRIBUTIOH: 


KENNETH 
Major  General,  USA 
The  Adjutant  General 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS  17TH  C30MBAT  AVIATION  CROUP 
APO  San  Francisco  96240 

AV0D-5C  12  February  1967  ^ 

SUBJECTS  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  ending  31  January  1967, 

RGS  CSF0R-6S  .  ; 


TO:  Sea  Bistribution 


SECTION  Is  SI^IFICANT  ORGANIZATIONAL  OR  UNIT  ACTIVITIES 
1.  (C)  General  \ 


^  \  '  ■  ■  *"1 

/  ''  as  ■\  Missions  ^The  17th  Combat  Aviation  Group  is  to  provide  I 

I  aviation  support^  as  directed,  to  United  Statea  Republic  of  Vietnam,  and  other  / 

I  IVee  World  Military  Assistance  Forces  for  the  conduct  of  combat,  logistical  or  / 

\  other  counterinsurgency  operations.,  | 

\  ^*  b.  Oi’ganization  and  stWnftlA  as  of  SI  January  1967 

1  (1)  HHC  17TH  COMBAT  AVIATION  GROUP 

HHC  lOTH  CAB  HHC  14TH  CAB  HHC  52D  CAB  HHC  2250  CSAB 

48TK  AHC  161ST  AHC  119TH  ARC  18TH  UAC 


U7TH  AHC 
189TH  AHC 


174TH  AHC 
282D  AHC 


156TH  AHC 
170TH  AHC 


131ST  SAC 
185D  RAC 


281ST  AHC 


196TH  ASHC 


179TH  ABHC  219TH  RAC 


leOTH  ASIC 


220TH  RAC 


GAG  “  Combat  Aviation  Group 

GAB  ■  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 

CSAB  "  Combat  Support  Aviation  Battalion 

RAC  =  Reconnaissance  Airplane  Company  (0-1) 

UAC  “  Utility  Airplane  Company  (u1-a) 

SAC  “  Surveillance  Airplane  Company  (OV-1) 

AHC  ■■  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (UH-1) 

ASHC  “  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company  (CH-47) 


BOWNGBADED  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVALS: 
USCiASSIFlED  AHER  ll  YEARS 
PPO.  OIR  SZW-io 

OT 


(2)  Group  strength  as  of  31  January  1967 
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SUBJECT;  Operational  Report  fra*  Quarterly  Period  ending  31  January  1967. 
KC3  CSFOtl-65 

sreswGTH  AIJTH/ASGD 


OFFICER 

WARRANT  OFFICER 

ENLISTED 

Hq  17th  Cbt  Avn  Gp 

18/29 

2/5 

65A22 

10th  Cbt  Avn  Bn 

100/149 

241/201 

1269/1349 

14th  Cbt  A TO  Bn 

63/108 

162/103 

630/731 

52 d  Cbt  Avn  Bn 

86A44 

188/162 

1190/1129 

223d  at  Avn  3n 

195/172 

37/58 

870/1123 

TOTAL 

462/602 

630/529 

4224/4454 

(3) 

Aviator  Strength. 

17th  at  Avr>  Gp  Is 

authorized  90^  of  TOE  strength. 

UNIT 

905^  AUTH/ASGL 

Hq  17th  Cbt  Avn 

11/24 

10th  Cbt  Avn  Bn 

299/528 

14th  Cbt  Avn  Bn 

195/200 

52d  Cbt  Avn  Bn 

238/280 

?23d  Cbt  Avn  Bn 

197/210 

TOTAL 

940/1042 

(4)  Group  organization  and  structure  including  assigned, 
attached,  and  units  under  OPCON  is  shown  in  Inclosure  10. 

0.  Coinmand  Relationship 

(1)  Col  John  'J,  Marr,  Infantry,  Commanded  the  17th  CAD 
throughout  this  reporting  period. 

(2)  Chnnge  of  command 

a.  On  15  November  1966,  LTC  William  R.  Ponder,  Armor, 
assumed  command  of  the  14th  CAB,  vice  LTC  Samuel  P.  Kalar^ian,  Inf. 

b.  On  21  December  1968,  LTC  Paul  C.  Smithy,  TG,  assumed 
command  of  the  52d  CAB,  vice  LTC  Foy  Rice, “Inf. 

d.  Organizational  Changes 

(1)  On  ai  December  1966  two_ (2)  medium  airplane  companies 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  ending  31  January  1967. 

RCS  CSPOH-SB 

(CV-2  Carribou)  were  with:  awn  from  the  223d  CSAB  and  transferred  to  the  US  Air 
Force.  - 


(2)  The  196th  ASHG  (CH-47)  advance  party  arrived  in  country 
at  Nha  Trang,  RVN  on  21  January  1967.  This  unit  is  assigned  to  the  14th 
CAB  at  Camp  Lane,  An  Son,  RVN.  Operational  date  will  be  determined  upon 
arrival  of  aircraft  and  main  body  personnel. 

2.  (C)  Intelligence 

a.  Escape  Evasion 

(1)  A  full  time  Officer  arrived  1  January  1967 
at  17th  GAO.  Quotas  for  the  USAF  Pacific  Jungle  Survival  School  are  being 

filled  by  E  S  E  Officers  and  OV-1  aviators.  Survival  vests  have  been 

issued  to  the  ISlst  Aviation  Company,  and  light  wei^t  individual  survival 
Kits  are  on  order  for  the  other  units.  Plastic  Evasion  Maps  have  been  issued 
to  all  units'. 

3.  (C)  Operations  and  Training  Activities 

a.  Plans:  Support  of  all  major  operations  requiring  aviation 
support  within  II  CTZ  was  planned  and  supported  by  l7th  CAC.  CO,  IF’^ORCEV 
initiated  requests  for  aviation  support  for  all  operations  that  were  conducted 
during  this  period. 

b.  Operations 

(1)  Narrative  Suinmarjr  of  Si ,:-aaif leant  Operations  supported  by 
17th  CAQ  assigned  units. 


Operation  ■ 

AVN  Units 

Opn  Pates 

Major  Unit  (s) 

Paul  Revere 

117th  ARC 

155th  ARC 

170th  AHC 

179th  ASHC 

18  Oct  -  51  Dec 

2  Bde  4th  Inf  Div 

Sam  Houston 

155tli  ARC 

170th  AHC 

17Gth  AHC 

1  Jan-TBA 

2  Bde  4th  Inf  Div 

Pickett 

U7th  .ARC 

129th  AHC 

180 tU  ASHC 

8  Dec  -  20  Jan 

1st  Bde  101  Abn  Div 

Geronimo  I 

48th  AHC 

117th  AHC 
129th  ARC 
179th  ASHC 

15  Oct  -  4  Dec 

Ist  Bde  4th  Inf  Div 
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Adams 

4ath  AHC 
117th  AHC 
129th  AHC 
179th  ASHG 
180 tn  ASHG 

26  Cct  -  TEA 

1st  Bde  4th  Inf  Div 

?'ar:.  agut 

117th  AHC 
129th  AHC 
180th  ASHG 

26  Jan  -  TRA 

1st  Bde  101st  Abn  Div 

Thayer  II 

119th  .AHC 
179th  ASHG 

3  Sep  -  14  Jan 

Ist  Cav  Div 

Attleboro 

117th  AHC 
170tli  AKC 

10  -  21  Nov 

II  Force  V 

Omega 

170tb  AHC 

Recurring 

5tl)  SFGt 

Shilling  Brass 

155th  AHC 
170th  arc 

Recurring 

5  til  SFQ 

Tac  Pon;>  III 

161st  AKG 
174th  .AHC 
160th  .MIC 

.17  -  20  Dec 

ARVK 

fhu  Long  511 

161st  AHC 

174  th  aHC 
160th  AHC 

13  -  15  Dec 

ARVN 

Ma.ong  !Io  VI 

161st  AHC 
174th  AHC 
180th  AHC 

4  Oct  -  9  Hov 

GAPROK  Inf  Div 

Maun;;  Ho  VII 

161st  AHC 
174th  AHC 
ISOth  AHC 

11  -  2.5  MOV 

CAPROa  Inf  Div 

Maen  •  Ho  VIII 

161st  AHC 
174  th  AMG 
179th  AHC 
180th  AHC 

3  Jan  -  TEA 

GAPROK  Inf  Div 

Ghong  Song 

161st  AHO 
174th  AHC 
179th  HiC 
leotii  ASHC 

3  Jan  -  TEA 

CA'’Rr’'C  Inf  Oiv 

Kia.  Do  I 

161st  AHC 
174th  AHC 

21  Jan  ~  TEA 

3th  ROH  Inf  Div 

100th  A.5HC 
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Baek  Ma  I  161st  AHC  28  Jan  -  TBA  9th  ROK  Inf  Div 

174th  .\HC 
179th  AHC 
180th  ASHC 

Crazy  Horse  174th  AHC  31  Oct  -  4  Dec  1st  Cav  Div 

ot  Training 

(1)  Personnel  from  the  10th,  I4th,  and  S2d  CAB  received 
training  for  handling  and  use  of  XM  27  mj.na  and  XM  47  iidne  dispersing  sybsystem. 
Each  battalion  sent  10  personnel  for  training  which  was  conducted  during  January 
1967. 

(2)  Newly  arrived  aviators  have  receivi-;d  unit  training  and 

standardization. 

(3)  Aviators  from  A  Company,  4th  Infantry  Aviation  Company 
trained  with  Itth  and  S2d  GAB'S.  Training  included  in-oountry  checkout  and 
flying  in  combat  heliborne  operations. 

(4)  Escape  and  Evasion  training  in  the  ’'’hilipines  is  currently 
being  conducted  for  OV-1  and  8-1  Pilots-.  An  active  program  for  training 

is  being  formulated  by  17th  CAO. 

(5)  Neohanics  from  all  units  are  continuing  to  attend  AAJTTAP 

courses. 

4.  (C)  Logistical  Activities 

a«  Maintenance  Activities 

(1)  During  reported  period  average  aircraft  availability 
was  75. ‘4,  average  EDP  rate  was  8.7,  and  'COM  rate  was  15.9. 

5.  (C)  Signal 

a.  Equipment : 

(1)  The  Group  Signal  .ection  and  signal  sections  of  each 
battalion  are  still  exp;:riencing  shortaijos  of  teletype  and  single  side  band 
radios.  MTOE's  have  b;en  submitted  adding  sufficient  quantities  of  equipment, 
however,  the  items  are  not  available  for  issue.  /ith  a  few  exceptions,  most  of 
the  SSB  radios  on  hand  have  been  removed  from  aircraft  and  pgllotizod  for 
ground  operations. 

(2)  Additional  equipment  shortages  which  prevail  throu'^hout 
the  Aviation  (Jr oup,  and  evidently  throughout  Vietnam,  is  the  shortags  of  PP-34 
and  ■t’P-1104  power  supplies.  These  items  are  needed  to  provide  IXJ  power  for 
operation  of  dismounted  radios. 
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b.  Communications: 

(1)  The  (i-oup  Signal  Section  has  porforirDd  command 
inspections  of  each  of  its  battalion  coinmcenters  except  the  223d  CSA^  Co  imcenter. 
This  battalion  will  be  inspected  during  the  month  of  February.  The  ccm.iand 
inspections  were  held  prior  to  the  annual  security  inspection  conducted  by 
the  313th  RRU  unit.  All  units  scored  high. 

6.  (U)  Aviation  Medicine. 

a.  Facilities.  The  addition  of  an  OA  Dispensary  in  the  17th 
Combat  Aviation  Group  area  i;d.ll  lighten  the  sick-call  load;  and  free  the 

Group  Surgeon  to  treat  only  flying  personnel.  The  dispensary  became  operational 
on  25  .January  67,  and  will  treat  all  non-flying  personnel  in  the  Long  7,an 
Complex . 

b.  Personnel.  Geographical  displacement  of  companies  away  from 
the  Battalion  area  has  placed  a  burden  upon  th#  proper  utilization  of  Flight 
Surgoons.  !f/hereas  200  flying  personnel  can  bo  easily  taken  care  of  by  one 
I'light  Surgeon,  100  flying  personnel  in  two  separate  locations  requires  two 
Flight  Surgeons.  Flight  Surgeons  are  therefore  being  limited  to  treating 

and  are  not  b.dng  afforded  tlie  opportunity  to  investigate  ottior  aspects  of 
Aviation  Medicine.  Additional  Fligt  Surgeons  are  required  to  handle  situations 
aggravated  by  geographical  dis placemen b  of  Aviation  units.  ' 

7,  (U)  Flight  Safety 

a.  Period  1  Kovembsr  1966  -  31  January  1967 

RV  Pf  TO  TAL 

Major  Accidents  29  10  39 

Combat  Losses  347 

Forced  Landings  8  2  10 

Precautionary  Landings  14  13  27 

Indidents  17  5  22 

b.  Aircraft  Accidents 


MOHT" 

'll 

TOTAL 

UiTE 

FATALITI^jS 

IJovoiiiiicr 

11 

3 

14 

41.7 

8 

Docewbc.r 

13  . 

5 

18 

59.1 

6 

Januai y 

5 

2 

23.3 

1 
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c.  Combat  Attrition 


MONTH 

RW 

FW 

TOTAL 

F'-TALITIES 

MESSING 

November 

1 

3 

9 

0 

December 

1 

1 

2 

0 

6 

January  0222  0 

Incidents 

P/L  F/L 

rAj  fAj  r^  fA  FA£ 

Rovenibor  4  3  7  4  2  0 


December  9  . .  0  2  4  2  1 


January  4  2  5  S  4  1 

e.  Cumulative  accident  rdt®,  per  100,000  hours  flying  time  during 

period:  41,1 

Part  I  Observations  (Lessons  Learned) 

1.  (U)  ’’orsonnol 

a.  Item  -  Infusion 

Disoussion:  Two  infusion  prograris  were  undertaken.  Cn 
10  I'lovomber  a  total  'of"16~aviators  and  36  Bfl  wore  infused  between  the  I79th 
A3HC  and  the  180th  ASHG.  Cn  20  Decoiiibur  a  total  of  18  aviators  were  infus;-.cl 
witu  the  4tli  Aviation  Battalion,  4th  Inf  Mv.  The  werits  of  large  scale  in¬ 
fusion  of  newly  arrived  units  versus  retention  of  unit  integrity  is  nlways 
debatable.  However,  since  cui’tailniOiTt  of  aviators  is  not  acceptablo  as  a 
means  of  ovorco;itiing  a  DEROS  hump,  lar-:;e  scale  infusion  becomes  the  most  accept¬ 
able  means  to  tnis  end.  The  Group  plan  for  infusion  of  newly  arrived  lioli- 
copter  companies  entails  use  of  aircraft  slices,  in  aircraft  slice  included 
one  helicopter  crew  (  two  aviators,  two  crew  meriibers)  and  a  representative  slice 
of  other  backup  maintenance  ncrsonnel.  Each  slice  included  two  officers  and 
six  EM,  the  same  overall  ratio  between  officers  and  EM  in  the  company  aggregate. 
Since  i7th  Group  presently  has  10  assault  helicopt-r  ooiTipanies  assigned,  «ach 
company  can  provide  two  aircraft  slices  for  infusion,  with  personnel  of  varying 
DSROS.  In  tliis  way,  the  newly  arrived  unit  will  have  no  DEIOS  bump  aJt{5r 
becoming  oporational. 

Observation-,  The  infusioti  programs  conducted  during  this 
period  have  proven  successful  in  roducing  the  impact  of  D  ROS  humps. 

b.  Item  -  Personnel  .Shortages 
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Discupsion:  Even  though  the  aggregate  strength  of  the  Croup 
remained  highj  personnel  short --ges  in  certain  critical  areas  has  an  adverse 
effect  on'operatlons.  Infantry  trained  personnel  (IIB)  who  servo  as  gunners,  path 
finders,  and  raembars  of  tlie  security  force,  foil  short  because  of  heavy  rotation 
and  requisition  short  fall.  Aircraft  Taeh  Inspectors  (MOS  BVtf)  fell  to  29^ 
because  of  rotation  and  failure  to  requisition  shortages.  The  basic  aircraft 
maintenanoe  series  (MOS  67  and  68)  fell  to  11%  because  of  rotational  loss  and 
requisition  short  fall.  A  large  percentage  of  67  MOS  personnel  are  school  trained 
in  the  basic  aircraft  maintenance  MOS,  but  are  not  sufficiently  skilled  to  be 
capable  of  supervising.  The  major  problem  therefore,  is  not  one  o'  numbers, 
but  of  skill  level  among  the  number  assigned. 

Observation;  Necessary  corrective  action  has  been  taken  to 
help  rosolve  the  replacement  problem.  Stops  taken  Include  directing  sub¬ 
ordinate  units  to  properly  requisition  a;<ainst  authorized  strengths,  informal 
discussion  with  hi^er  headquarters  regarding  replacements,  and  submission  of 
emcr-icncy  requisitions  when  doomed  necessary. 

2.  (c)  Intelligence 

a.  Item;  Enert\y  Use  of  friendly  Telephones 

Discussion;  Prior  to  and  during  the  mortar  attack  on 
Camp  Mollaway  Array  Air  PielcI,  6  and  9  January  1967,  an  unidentified  person 
made  '■■elenhono  calls  to  the  control  tower  and  defensive  bunkers.  The  eneny 
has  usod  the  existing  cot.'uiiunlc  ttion  system  to  croate  confusion  as  well  as  '-ain 
infonaitien  on  the  defensive  posture  of  US  Forces.  A  celephone  line  check 
showed  evidence  of  line  tapping  inside  the  perimeter.  Individual  calls  wore 
made  to  the  tower  warning  of  an  iraptmOlng  attack  and  to  a  bunker  requesting 
informaiii-n.  The  telephone  still  romains  an  insecure  means  of  ooriwunication 
of  whiCii  the  enemy  can  gather  information,  or  make  deceptive  calls. 

Obsi'-rvation :  Contimie  eraphasizin;;  tc.lephone  and  radio 
sec'irity.  Utilize  opo'r  i  U  cnal  codes  to  avoid  talking  around  a  classified 
subject.  Establisii  positive  identification  ox'  the  purson  on  tho  othor  end. 

b.  Item:  Homing  Device  for  1!H-1  Helicopters  ■ 

Discusaion:  Survival  radios  now  in  use  and  nowor  models 
soon  to  be  issued,  trarisiiiit  a  "Beeper”  signal  for  homing  purposes.  Tho 
Hueys  can  monitor  this  frequency,  but  do  not  have  tho  ability  to  "home"  on  the 
signal. 

Observation :  Ability  to  "home  '  on  "Bospers"  signal  (UflF  2430) 
would  aid.  in  locating  dovrned  aircrews. 

c.  Item:  Survival  and  E  &  E  Training 

Discussion;  Survival  and  E  &  E  Training  Of.  aircrews 
while  in’  country  poses  many  problems.  Operational  co.miiAt.tmsnts  preclude  longthly 
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training  programs  and  the  dispersion  of  ATsy  Aviation  Units  wakes  assembly 
of  students  difficult.  Thera  are  no  jungle  areas  in-courtry  that  could  provide 
a  secure  training  area.  The  logistical,  ac’ministrativB ,  and  manp>ow..r  support 
required  by  an  in-country  school  would  be  burdensome. 


Aircrew  members  of  OV-1  units,  by  the  nature  of  the  missions  flown,  require 
thorough  E  E  Survival  Training.  This  is  also  true,  to  a  lessor  extent  of 
0-1  and  other  fixed  wing  units.  Kelicoptor  crew  members  have  a  decidedly  reduced 
need  for  E  &  E/Survival  Training  as  helicopter  units  generally  are  able  tr.  affect 
pick-up  of  their  downed  personnel  rapidly.  Several  factors  permit  this  situations 


a.  Helicopters  are  normally  employed  in  for¬ 
mations  with  recovery  ships  designated. 

b.  TSie  means  of  extraction  (another  helicopter) 

is  readily  at  hand. 

c.  Most  missions  are  within  a  relatively  close 

radius  of  friendly  bases. 


Observation :  Out  of  country  training  in  E  '  E  and  survival 
is  the  moat  practical  solution  to  this  problem.  Survival  &  E  &  E  training 
should  be  conducted  for  selected  aviators  in  GOMUS  particularly  to  personnel 
earmarked  for  combat  F/U  assignment. 

3.  (C)  Operations 

a.  Item  -  ROK  Aviation  Support 


Discussion!  Continued  Increases  in  ROK  operations  have 
demanded  increasedaViation  support.  This  support  has  boen  provided  on  an 
austere  basis  due  to  US  Force  comntLttraents  and  limited  aviation  assets. 

Observation:  ROK  Infantry  Divisions  in  Vietnam  shoiuLd  be 
provided  with  oriianio  aviation  comparable  to  th ’t  of  a  US  Infantry  Division, 

b.  Item  -  Other  FV/MA.F  Aviation  Support 


Discussion:  An  ever  enlarging  share  of  aviation  support  is 
being  provided  other  FJMAF  for  combat,  logistical  and  other  operations.  In 
some  cases  aircraft  are  committed  to  missions  that  could  bo  ammomplished 
by  surfac>;  means  if  properly  planned. 


Observation;  Other  FWiAF  learn  through  experience  with  aviation 
units  and  bettor  unSoFs'tanS'fng  of  aviation  support  under  stress  of  combat 
conditions.  Active  and  forceful  LNO  rapidly  educate  units  on  proper  use  and 
employment  of  aircraft.  Soine  missions  ..re-  lihiited  unless  complete  mission 
details  are  provided  to  insure  proper  utilization. 


4.  (C)  Logistics 
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a.  Item:  Transportation  through  aerial  ports 

Discus 'don:  On  several  occasions  during  the  period  wo  have 
experienced  difficulty  with  shipments  through  aerial  ports.  On  two  shipments, 
involving  two  45  KV/  Generators  (8,000  lbs)  each  time,  it  took  at  least  2  days 
to  obtain  information  of  tlio  status  of  the  shipments.  One  shipment  of  two 
45  KW  Generators  (8,000  lbs)  was  shipped  as  scheduled,  but  due  to  an  erroneous 
shipping  code,  tlie  items  were  off-loaded  at  the  wrong  port.  (The  wrong  code 
X'fas  assigned  at  depot,  not  by  transportation  personnel).  The  difficulty  was 
encountered  trying  to  loc  ite  the  shipment  and  its  disposition.  After  verifi- 
Cjtion  that  the  items  'were  shipped,  it  took  2  days  of  phone  calling  to  get 
tho  aerial  port  at  Da  Nang  to  admit  that  they  had  in  fact  recoived  tho  shipment 
of  two  45  KW  Generators ,  it  took  several  days  to  deterinine  if  the  items  had 
actually  been  shipped,  and  if  so,  where  they  were  then  located.  There  was  much 
misinformation  on  tliis  as  to  when  the  items  were  shipped,  mission  numbers, 
where  items  should  be,  etc.  Actually  items  were  loaded  on  A/g  ,  then  off-loaded 
and  put  back  in  aerial  port.  The  ATCO  (at  CRB)  was  not  informed  of  this,  thus 
ace-. Minting  for  ranch  of  the  misinformation.  Other  shipments  tlirough  aerial  ports 
have  had  items  missing  upon  arrival  at  destination.  Some  items  wore  later 
located,  most  were  not.  20  pumps  wore  presented  for  shipment  at  Saigon,  destin¬ 
ation  '■Jha  Trang.  flhen  picked  up  at  I'llia  Trang,  only  17  were  shown  on  the 
dooumout.  Phono  calls  X'jore  made  by  17th  Avia-tion  Group  to  Saigon.  The  next 
dray  we  wore  informed  to  pick  up  3  rnoro  pumps  at  Mha  Trang  Aerial  Rort. 

Observation:  It  appears  that  an  improved  system,  or  more 
coordination  between  ATCO's  and  Air  Force,  is  necess 'XT'  for  bettor  control 
of  shipment  and  receipt  of  cargo.  Also,  security  of  shipments  must  be  improved 
with  a  system  to  detorraino  if  losses  are  occuring  while  in  flight  or  while  at 
the  aerial  port. 

b.  lioffl:  t'otor  Transportation  Support 

Discuiision:  During  a  recent  unit  move,  with  discharge  at  Mha 
Ti’cng,  TMA  was  called  upon  to  provide  additional  vehicles  to  supplcmv^nt  unit's 
TOE' vehicles.  No  vehicles  of  the  type  required  were  available  at  TMA,  Nha 
Trang.  As  a  result  xwe  had  to  borrow  flat  bed  trailers,  and  tractors,  plus 
additional  tractors  from  other  units  in  the  area. 

Observation;  That  TWA  Nha  Trang  should  be  provided  with 
type  vehicles  required  to  adequately  pfcrfonw  transportation  support  mission. 

c.  Item:  Ulf-lC  Maintenance 

Discussion:  Units  equipped  i,rith  1964  and  1S65  series  'Tf-lC 
aircraft  have  experienced  considerable  difficulty  with  tlie  collective  friction 
collet  asseiiibly.  The  retaining  nut  tightens  in  flight  and  breaks  wire  safeties, 
thus  roquj.rini'  a  recheck  of  collet  friction.  This  check  requires  approxim--vtely 
2  man  hours  plus  a  functional  test  flight. 

Observation:  WO  55-1520-211-30/14  (improved  Collective  Mast 
Friction  Device)  dated  14  November  1965  provides  a  fix  for  this  problem  and 
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should  be  applied  as  soon  as  possible.  A  check  with  the  l4th  Transportation 
Battalion  (AM^)  revealed  that  the  subject  MWD  Kits  are  not  availablo  in  RVN. 

5.  (C)  Signal 

a.  Item:  Commen  user  telephone  and  teletype  systems. 

Discussion: 

(1)  Aviation  Battalions  and  isolated  companies  operating 
in  the  I  and  II  Corps  areas  have  a  very  difficult  task  of  coitununioating  with 
their  senior  headquarters  through  the  common-user  telephone  and  teletype  sys¬ 
tem.  Althou^  tho  system  is  adequate  for  normal  administrative  traffic,  it 
does  not  provide  our  units  with  the  means  of  passing  perishable,  quick  reaction, 
operational  traffic. 

Observation ; 

(1)  Aviation  units  when  not  co-locatod  with  their  senior 
headquarters  should  have  sole-user  voice  circuits  iriith  their  next  higher 
headquarters. 

6.  (U)  Medioal 

a.  Item:  Flight  Physicals 

Discussion: 

Enlisted  men  desiring  Class  I  Physic.als  and  flying  per¬ 
sonnel  desiring  Class  ni  Physicals,  found  it  difficult,  on  many  occasions, 
to  obtain  tho  services  df  a  Fli -^ht  Surgeon.  This  was  due  to  accoraplishmont 
of  their  own  pressing  duties,  and  geographical  dislocation  away  from  the 
Flight  Surgeon. 

Observation;  Battalion  Surgeons  have  agreed  to  give  physicals 
at  Battalion  level  to  all  people,  who,  in  their  opinion,  would  bo  in  need  of 
a  physical  dirring  the  coming  year  tour.  The  p.iysical  would  be  accourplished 
prior  to  assignment  down  to  company  level.  It  is  expected  that  this  will 
considerably  reduce  tho  confusion  and  travel  time  heretofore  encountered. 

b.  Item:  Buirvival 

Discussion; 

All  flying  personnel  should  routinely  chock  survival 
equipment,  empliasizo  wat or  availability  on  tlio  aircraft,  bo  familiar  with 
first-aid  procedures,  and  should  knov?  possible  safe  havcins  in  tho  area 
such  as  Special  Forces  Gamps. 
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The  training  of  Escape  and  Evasion  Officers,  tho  availability 
of  Escape  and  Evasion  Maps,  the  use  of  survival  training  schools  such  as  the 
U.  S.  Air  Force  school  at  Clark  A.ir  Force  Base,  and  tho  projected  loctura 
series  of  tho  Group  Surgeon  and  the  Group  Escape  and  Evasion  Officer  should 
make  all  flying  personnel  AWARE  of  the  need  to  think  SURVIVAL  on  each  flight 
in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam. 

7.  (U)  Safety 

a.  Item:  Accident  Reporting  Procedures 

Di  sc  ission:  The  practical  aspect  of  aircraft  accident  in- 
vestigatien  vary  often  presents  a  problem  in  the  field  due  to  personnel  tur¬ 
bulence  and  the  variance  of  established  USARV  combat  zone  reporting  procedures 
with  CONUS  procodurf's.  The  questions  usuailly  asked  by  new  unit  safety  officers 
are  pririrrily  concerned  witli  what  form  to  use,  Is  a  beard  required  and  xvhat 
ruperts  are  rt.quirod  in  each  specific  incident’  Research  of  Regulations  is 
often  not  practical  in  the  combat  environment. 

Observation:  A  chart  (incl  9)  was  devised  which  gives 

i.rnnediat'!  infonria.tien  by  typo  of  incident  on  reoorts  requirejd  ,  type  of 
investigation  and  number  of  investii-ating  officers  required.  This  chart 
is  a  handy  quick  rs.ferenoo  for  use  in  tliv'-  fivsT.d  by  operational  unit  safety 
officers. 

Part  II,  Rocoi'iiiiiendations 

1.  Personnel 

a.  No  recoiiUiiondations 

b.  No  rc.coiiviiondations 

2.  (XI )  Intelligence 

a.  Recc  uraund  a  homing  device  bo  installed  on  .'.t  least  two 
(1)  UI-i-l  p<«r  company  or  that  RDF  devices  currently  employed,  bo  modified 

tc  accoinmodati.:  '"HF  Guard  Frcquoncy  (2'13'.0).  , 

% 

b,  Reoor.i  ,end  that  fixf-d  wi-ng  aircrew  members  be  sent  tc  a 
jungle  survival  school  prior  to  arriving  in-country,  '’riority  tc  be  as  follows 

First  Priority:  OV-1  aircrews  to  include  enlisted  oXaservors. 

Second  Priority:  0-1  Pilots. 

Tliird  Priority;  All  others. 

3.  (C)  Oxj'jrations 

a.  Recommend  that  action  bo  taken  to  provide  ROSA  XTivisions  in 

c  ©  K 
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Vietnam  ariation  elements  similar  to  those  in  US  Divisions. 

bk  Recommend  that  let  Aviation  Brigade  STOH  orientation  and 
briefings  to  include  aquainting  vd.tb  the  capabilities  and  liiTiitations 

of  of  US  aviation  units  be  continued.  Gcntisiued  ctunmand  emphasis  c;.n  proper 
einplcynicnt  of  critically  short  aviation  assets  will  improve  utilization  and 
permit  more  economical  allocation  of  aviation  assets. 

4.  (U)  Logistics 

a.  No  recoinmendation 

b.  ffc  recoinmendation 

c.  Recommend  that  action  be  taken  to  expedite  tho  receipt  and  d, 
distribution  of.  MVO  S5--lS20"21i-30/14  kits  to  all  units  in  HVN  ovming  1964 
and  1965  series  UH-IC  Aircraft. 


5.  (C)  Signal 

Recoiniciend  that  aviation  units  te  given  a  high  priority  for  obtaining 
sola-user  circuits.  Group  headquarters, -each  battalion,  shoxJ.d  have  at  least 
one  sole-user  voico  and  one  teletype  circuit  to  base  camp.  '-Jhen  a  battalion 
headquarters  is  operating  from  a  forward  field  location,  it  is  rocommondod  thnt 
there  bo  one  common-user  voice  circuit,  one  sole-user  voice  circuit,  and  one 
solc-usor  teletype  circuit  from  group  to  battalion. 

6.  (U)  Medical 

a.  No  rooommendation 

b.  No  recommendation 

7.  (U)  Safety 

No  rocommendation 


JOHN  W.  MftRR 
Col,  Infantry 
Cominanding 
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Disti  .ibution: 

1  Ti'ru  Field  Forces  V 
Thru  1st  Avn  hde 
Thru 

Thru  TJS.MTPAG 
To;  AGSFOR  DA 

2  Thru.  I  ^'VORGBV 
To:  AOSFOR  DA 

2  To:  ■ISARPAG 
6  TO ;  iToARV 
6  To;  1st  Avn  Bde 
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PERSONNEL  STATISTICS 
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85 
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0 
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85 
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85 
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0 

0 

0 
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10th  Cbt  Avn  Bn 
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5 

0 

0 
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M 
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4 

0 

0 

Jan 
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1699 
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0 

0 
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0 

0 
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0 

0 

0 

-Mi 
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The  average  aircrai’t 

a\  ailaMlity  during 

tha  period  was 

as  follows 

Aii'oxaft  T; 

ype 

Availability 

edm 

edp 

UH-IB 

'■'S.  4 

17.5 

6.0 

UlI-lC 

71.  4 

12.4 

16.2 

lia-lD 

79.  S 

12.3 

7.8 

CIT-47A 

66.2 

23.8 

10.0 

0-1 

89.6 

e.6 

3v8 

U-6A 

73.3 

£2.4 

4.3 

OV-1 

80.4 

5.0 

14.6 

U-U 

75.9 

21.4 

2.7 

Incl  Z 
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Mov  Deo  Jan  Nov  Deo  Jan 

28  50  51  150  195  139 

UH~1C  UH-ID 

PERCENT  OPJiR.VTIOMAL  READY 
ROTiffiY  IVIHG 
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DEPARTi-Iii:MT  OF  TH.i;  ARI'ty 
HEADQUARTERS  17TH  COKBAT  AVIATION  GROUP 
APO  San  Franciaco  S6240 


SUBJECT:  'Accident  Reporting  Oi'J.co 


1.  This  guide  is  Intended  to  i'liovii'y  reporting  requirements  by  type  of 
occurrence.  It  provides  quick  refarenc'  uo  regulations  for  use  by  the  unit 
Safety  Officers. 


/ 


DA/RPT  P.SP.  ^INVEST  2397  232 

193  era  im'‘.e:st  oraiCFit  board  hit  rpt 


Acft  hit  by 
hostile  fire 

Not  Down 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

YES 

Acft  hit  by 
hostile  fire 
Down,  NLD 

lES 

‘ 

FJM 

IjO 

NO 

YES 

Acft  liitj  Down 

LD  (MIN  or  MJ) 
No  Fatalities 

YES 

YlilS 

YES 

NO 

YES 

Acft  hit,  No 
Damage 

Fatality 

YES 

NO 

YES 

1 

NO 

ITiS 

Acft  hit,  down 
LDG  Damage 
Fatality 

- 

YES 

_ 

YEo 

V 

YES 

r 

1  !  NO 

i _ 

YES 

Acft  Doxm,  MIN, 
MAJ  Damage 

NO  Fatality 

YES 

YES 

YES 

1 

... 

NO 

NO 

Acft  Down ,  !MIN  , 
MAJ  Damage  with 
Fatality 

YFS 

YFS 

NC- 

4 

YES 

1 

NO 

Acft,  INDID, 

?/L,  F/L 

NO  j  TAS 

1 

KG 

j  WO 

NO 

Wissiug  Acft 

YES  f  YES 

NO 

4 

1  Y.ES 

NO 

2.  IIEMARKS:  All  GEK  are  priority  messages.  GEM  classified  FOUO  on  acci¬ 
dents  involving  fatalities  downgi’adecl  eftei'  tli?reo  days.  Downed  Aircraft  Reports 
(Form  193)  are  submitted  tslephonically  to  tho  17TH  Oonibat  Aviation  Group  Safety 
Office.  Telephone  "Eagle  Safety"  or  Nlia  Trang  3188. 


*KNOTE: 

daApt 

-  Downed  Aircraft  Report  (E'orm  193) 

GEM 

“  Crash  Facts  Messages 

; 

NLD 

-  No  Landing  Damiige 

/ 

LD 

-  Landing  Damage 

MIN 

-  Minor  Damage  to  Aircraft 

/■ 

P/L 

-  Precautionary  Landing 

F/L 

-  Forced  Landing 

Incl  •  S 
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STATION  LIST 

17TH  AVIATION  OP  -  ASSIGIvBD  -  ATTACHiD 
(as  of  14  Jan  67) 


UNIT 

LOG 

REMARiCS,  CHANGES  AND/OR  CORRECTIONS 

HQ  17th  Cbt  Avn  Gp 

NHA  TRANG 

HHC,  I'j^tb  Cbt  A'TO  Gp 

NH4  TRANG 

10th  Cbt  kvu  Bn 

DONG  EA  miW 

HliC 

DONG  HA  THIN 

238th  FA  Bet  (Radar) 

BONG  BA  THIN 

* 

48th  Aslt  Hel  Co 

PHAN  RANG 

2e6th  Med  Det 

PHAN  RANG 

27Bth  SC  Dot  (Avionics) 

PHAN  RANG 

390th  TC  Det  (Heptr  FM) 

PHAN  RANG 

H7th  Aslt  Hel  Co 

DONG  BA  THIN 

130th  Mod  Dot 

DONG  BA  THIN 

2S6th  SC  Det  (Avionics) 

DONG  BA  THIN 

140th  TC  Dof(H0ptr  FM) 

DONG  BA  THIN 

128th  Aslt  Hcl  Co 

DONG  BA  THIN 

433d  Med  Det 

DONG  BA  THIN 

296th  SC  Dot  (Avionics) 

DONG  BA  THIN 

394th  TC  Det  (Heptr  FM) 

DONG  BA  THIN 

180th  Aslt  Spt  Hoi  Co 

DONG  BA  THIN 

403d  TC  Det  (Heptr  FM) 

DONG  BA  THIN 

281ot  Aslt  Hel  Co 

NHA  TRANG 

40 *  sc’ Det  (Avionic s ) 

NHA  TRANG 

4838  TO  (I.optr  FM) 

NHA  TRANG 

14th  Cbt  Avn  Bn 

AN  SON 

HI  ID 

AN  SON 

ISliit  Aslt  Hel  Co 

AN  SON 

'/S’St’n  i-iod  Sol 

AN  SON 

44  9tn  SC  Dot  (Avionics) 

AN  S''N 

406th  TC  Det  (Heptr  FM) 

AM  Si'M 

174th  Aslt  Hol  Co 

AK  SON 

4S2d  SO  Det  (Avionics) 

AN  SON 

409th  TC  Dat(Heptr  FM) 

AN  SON 

282d  Aslt  Hol  Co 

DA  HANG 

.  i'04th  SC  Dot~( Avionics) 

DA  NANG 

484th  TC  Dot  (Heptr  FM) 

DA  NANG 

195th  Aslt  Spt  Hel  Co 

AN  SON 

"STOtlTrc  DoTTHep-Gr  FM) 

AH  SON 

I546t!i  Med  Det 

AW  Si^N 

Mot  in  Country 

b2d  Cbt  Avn  Bn 

PLEIOT 

HHD 

PLEIKU 
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LOG _ REI-faRIG,  CHANGES  ANP/OR  COaUBCTIONS 


52d  Security  Pit 
8th  Inf  Dot  (Radar) 

Hqsj  lAZSth  Air  Tfc  Con  Co 
119th  Aslt^Hel  Go 
§4tB"Med”  'Dot 
70th  SC  Dot  (Avionics) 
545th  TC  Pet  (Keptr  I’M) 
155tli  It  Hel  Co 
3th  Med  Pet 

200th  SC  Pat  (Avionics) 
leSth  TC  Pet  (Heptr  FM) 
255th  QM  Pat  (Petri) 
170th  Aslt  Hel  Co 
VSStK'liad  Pat 
448th  SC  Pet  (Avionics) 
405th.  TC  Pot  (Heptr  FM) 
179th  Aslt  Spt  Hoi  Co 
402d  TG~Det  (Heptr  SVi) 


PLtIKU 

PLEIKU 

PI,EIKU 

PLEIKU 

PLEIK'J 

PLEIItU 

PLSIliU 

BAM  MI.  THOOT 

i3AM  M£'.  laOUT 

BAM  MS  IHOUT 

BAM  tlS  THOUT 

BAM  ME  THOUT 

PLEIKU 

PLEIKU 

PLEIKU 

PL.SIKU 

PLEIKU 

PLEIKU 


SHf 


223d  Cbt  Spt  Avn  Bn 
HHC 

18th  Util  Airplane  Co 
lOScf  "Mod  Pet 

2S6th  TC  Det  (Ar  Acft  RP) 
151st  Survl  Airplane  Go 
l^Sd'Reobn'Air'planQ  Go 
2/V4tn’  Cbt  Avn  Co 


QUI  NHON 
QUI  KHOW 
QUI  IJHON 
Q1.II  l«OM 
QUI  MiOrl 
HUE  PHU  BAI 
DONG  BA  THIN 
PONG  Bit  THIN 


219tli_J!,poon  Airplane  Co  PLEIKU 

"jrStJth* sS'7«:7^”?ilrplane  Co  HUB  PHU  8AI 


■i:54tiriQ'a  Uot  IKJE  PHU  RAI 

231st  SC  Ifct  (Avionics)  HUE  PKi';  HAI 
Pat  B,  1/125  Air  Tfc  Con  Co  » 


«-«• 


Attached  for  Admin  and  Cog 
■tHi-  Attached  for  Oper,  Rats  and  Qtrs 
■ti-iHi-  Attached  for  Log,  Rats  and  Qbrs 
iHHHt  Advance  Party  In  Count.ry  21  Jan  57 
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A’/ai-G  (12  Feb  67}  1st  In<S 

SUBJECT;  C^raticsMl  Esport  -  Lassoaa  Lsaraed  t&r  Pericd 

EsdJng  31  January  1967.  (ECS  CSF02-65)  (U) 

HEADQUAHT^,  1ST  ATIATION  BRIGADE,  APO  9630? 

TO:  D®partsaat  of  th«  Ancy,  Aoeist&nt  Chief  for  Forco  Dcrclcjsasnt, 
MashiE^tcQ  D,  C.  20310 

1.  (U)  This  haadquartera  has  rorliwod  tho  Opsratioaal  Report  - 
LaseoQS  Lsamad  for  tha  paried  ending  31  Janxiary  1967  from  Hoadquartors, 
17th  Ccabat  ATiation  Group. 

2.  (C)  Pertinent  cosaents  are  aa  fellevs: 

a.  Reference  aection  1,  paragraph  5a  (1),  pag©  5:  A  project  was 
initiatod  daring  3i^  quarter,  FT-66  to  obtain  44  comiand  ccssunications 
packages  (each  including  1  radio  sot  AH  1  HRC-95)  and  12  radio  Ectn 
AH/THC  -  147  (CAlUns  HF  113).  ?ha  project  was  approved  dviriag  tha  4th 
quarter,  FT-66  with  delivery  scheduled  for  Deccssbor  1966.  DoUvcry  of 
thi*  equipatcnt  has  been  repeatedly  delayod  by  the  Cccssodity  C«KSBand, 

Ccanand  caiphasie  by  Haadquartara,  USARV  is  required  to  a3q>cdite  shj.pcLGnt 
of  those  resource*. 

b.  Rofor«:ce  aection  1,  paragraph  6b,  page  6:  A  com?md  letter 
has  been  forwarded  to  ths  Surgeon  General  infdtaing  him  of  tho  problesas 
in  aviation  asdicino  in  Vietnaa,  Tho  problem  ci^^ited  by  geographical 
dispsraicn  of  coscanlos  vas  discussed  and  additional  Flight  Surgeonc 
w«rs  requested  to  alleviate  this  urgent  situation. 

c.  ^^or^ce  part  1,  observations,  paragraph  1b,  pago  8: 

This  headquarters  has  encovaaged  the  group  heiuiqixartero  to  eliiainato 
rotational  hunps  by  instjtating  various  psrsonnol  nanagenssnt  tcchjiiquca. 
Requisitioning  procedures  at  all  levels  are  being  closely  oznoined  to 
insure  timely  arrival  of  all  necessary  skills.  Inprovenant  should  bo  noted 
in  the  near  futxu:^.  TDT  technical  inspectors,  tho  nost  critical  skill 
IsTsl  shortage,  will  span  tho  gap  until  roplacsmsntB  arrivo  ir-co-untry. 

TDI  starts  in  March  1967. 

d.  Reference  part  1,  observations,  paragraph  2b,  page  8: 

An  S^SURE  has  been  subaittod  by  USARV  to  initiate  a  project  to  develop 
a  UH?  D/F  capability  for  UH-1  aircraft.  This  project  has  been  approved 
by  DA.  Srpected  date  of  receipt  in  RVN  Is  unknown. 
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AVBA-C 

SUBJECT;  Cporational  Report  -  Lessens  Leasnei  for  Quarterly  Ported 
Siding  31  January  1967.  (ECS  CSFOa-65)  FtB  2  4  f967 

e.  Rofersaco  part  1,  obsenraticas,  paragraph  4s,  page  10: 

The  34th  GS  Group  is  taking  tha  nasassary  action  to  &xp&il.tQ  the  receipt 
and  distribution  of  the  MWO  kits.  Twenty  five  (25)  kits  fsro  i^oedvod 
and  issued  on  or  about  10  Pobrtuury  1967.  Orso  hundred  and  forty  (HJ)) 
kits  are  due  in  Vietnam  within  the  next  month, 

f.  R«fer«ice  part  II,  rocommandatione,  paragraph  2a,  p®ge  12: 

Same  as  cosznect  contained  in  paragraph  above, 

g.  Hoference  part  II,  rocomsasadatiens,  parsp'aph  2b,  page  12: 

This  headquarters  and  Hcadquartoi*3,  USAEV  bavo  recognised  the  urgent  need 
Ter  aircrew  personnel  to  receive  jungle  survival  training  prior  to  arrival 
in-country.  Headquartero,  USAHV  has  initiated  a  rcqxiest  to  DA  to  acccssplich 
this  goal.  In  thf  iateriQ,  w®  are  scodiisg  flight  crews  to  the  PACA?  Junglo 
Survival  School  located  at  Clark  APB  in  the  Fnllippincs.  Wo  have  aloo 
requested  additional  epaceo  to  the  Navy  Survival  School  at  Sisbic  Bay  in  the 
Philippines. 

h.  Reference  part  II,  rocoimendationJ,  paragraph  5,  page  13: 

Concur  with  the  stated  requiroBant  for  solo  user  voice  and  teletj'po 
circuits  between  aviation  elemeate.  In  order  to  fully  exploit  tho  rapid 
mobility  offered  by  aviation  units,  rapid  responsive  cceauand  and  control 
circuits  are  required.  Overall  ciirouit  planning  requiresasnts  have  been 
suboiitted  to  Headquarters,  USAHV,  and  special,  roquireasnts  are  oubaitted, 
on  an  as  required  bases.  Priority  equal  to  that  granted  to  ccsioat  units 
sho’old  apply  to  the  aviation  \inits  which  support  th«s:, 

i.  Reference  part  II,  recommendations,  paragraph  3b,  pago  13: 

This  haadquartera  hae  organised  a  new  briefing  team  which  will  begin 
briefing  to\ire  in  March  1967. 

FOR  THE  COHMANDHI: 
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AVFA-GC-OT  (12  Feb  6?)  ■  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  Jan  67  (U) 

Headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  96350  2  6  1967 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  V/ashington,  D.  C. 

20310 

1,  (U)  This  headquarters  concurs  with  the  contents  of  the  enclosed 
Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  Jfn  67,  vdth  the  follow¬ 
ing  exceptions. 

2,  (C)  Reference  Part  II  -  Recommendations: 

a.  Paragraph  2a:  The  need  does  exist  for  an  improved  homing 
device  for  UH-1  aircraft.  However,  it  is  considered  more  feasible  to  de¬ 
velop  or  install  another  device  rather  than  attempt  to  modify  the  RDF  de¬ 
vice  which  is  currentl^r  employed.  As  an  interim  measure,  the  current  RDF 
device  could  be  equipped  vdth  a  converter  that  vrould  permit  operation  on 
the  UHF  guard  frequency  (243.0). 

b.  Paragraph  2b:  Attendance  at  Jungle  Survival  School  prior  to 
arriving  in-country  would  eliminate  the  necessity  of  disrupting  a  pilots 
tour  to  send  him  to  school  for  minimum  period  of  seven  days. 

c.  Paragraph  3a:  This  headquarters  is  providing  the  maximiun 
support  possible  to  the  Republic  of  Korea  Forces  Vietnairi  Field  Command. 

This  is  comparable  to  one  airmobile  company  on  a  daily  basis.  Considera¬ 
tion  should  be  given  to  fomlng  a  mudifled. corps-type  aviation  company 
to  support-  the  Republic  of  Korea  Forces  Vietnam  Field  Command. 

d.  Paragraph  3b;  In  view  of  increase  command  emphasis  on  com¬ 
bined  and  coordinated  operations  with  ARVN  and  other  FIWAF,  STOH  orienta¬ 
tions  and  bri.efings  are  considered  essential  to  insure  efficient  and  co¬ 
hesive  operations.  Employment  of  critically  short  aviation  assets  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  a  matter  of  command  interest. 

e.  Paragraph  4c:  The  deficiency  which  necessitates  installation 
of  M\'0  55-1520-211-30/14  kits  on  1964  and  1965  aeries  UHIC  aircraft  is  of 
such  a  nature  that  tlio  kits  should  be  made  available  with  the  least  practi¬ 
cal  delay. 

f.  Paragraph  5:  Three  solo  user  circidts  between  group  and 
battalion  headquarters  are  required.  Ilovrever,  circuit  availability  will 
not  alvfay.s  allow  tlie  establishment  of  all  required  circuits.  The  concept 
of  circuitry  between  battalion  headquarters  operating  in  a  field  location 
and  a  base  camp  is  not  practicable.  There  are  not  sufficient  circuits 
available  in  RVM  to  support  sole  user  requirements  of  this  typo. 
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Jan  67  (U) 


The  concept  of  battalion  base  camps  is  highly  speculative.  If  the  re¬ 
quirement  is  validj  the  aviation  unit  should  submit  an  MTOE  to  provide 
sufficient  organic  HF  radio  equipment  to  meet  this  requirement. 


FOR  THE  COtf'IAlIDERi- 
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AVHGC-DST  (14  Feb  6?)  2d  Ind 

SUBcTSCT:  Operational  Report-Leacons  Learned  for  the  Period  Biding 
31  January  1967  (ECS  CSFCS-65)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  AEMT  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96307  '  ou, 

TO:  Coiauander  in  Chief,  United  States  Amy,  Pacific,  A.TfN:  GPOP-OT 
APO  96558 

1 .  This  headquarters  has  revieved  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  period  ending  31  January  196?  from  Headquarters,  17th 
Cmnbat  Aviation  Group  as  indorsed. 


2.  Pertinent  comments  foUovt 


a.  Reference  paragraph  5&(1)»  page  5»  and  paragraph  2a,  Ist 
indorsement,  concerning  shortages  of  comunications  equipment:  The  pro¬ 
gram  cited  in  paragraph  2a,  Ist  Indorsement  is  a  DA  approved  program. 
Expected  delivery  date  of  equipment  is  Sept^ber  1967.  Tliis  headquair- 
ters  is  attempting  to  obtain  an  accelerated  delivery  date.  The  stand¬ 
ardized  single  side  band  family  of  radios  is  currently  being  introduced 
into  RVN.  There  are  insufficient  assets  available  world-wide  to  build 
in-country  depot  stocks,  a  prerequisite  for  Ifisuing  equipment  in  excess 
to  unit  TOE  authorization.  Initial  delivery  of  the  AN/VSC-2  SSB  radios 
with  teletypewriter  capability  is  scheduled  during  4th  Quarter  FT  6?. 
This  headquarters  is  developing  distribution  plans  for  these  assets. 


b.  Reference  paragraph  6b,  page  6;  paragraph  6a,  page  11;  and  7~<r-y^ 
paragraph  2b,  Ist  indorsement,  concerning  a  shortage  of  flight  surgeons;  f  Oo 
There  is  a  command-wide  shortage  of  flight  surgeons.  This  matter  has 
been  brought  to  the  attention  of  DA  representatives. 


c.  Reference  paragraph  2b,  page  8;  paragraph  2a,  page  12;  and 
paragraph  2d,  Ist  indorsement,  concerning  the  requirement  for  a  UHF 
direction- finding  capability  for  UH~1  aircraft:  Project  ZYR  presently 
in  effect  includes  retrofit  installation  of  AN/ARC  51 BX  UHF  radios  in 
all  aircraft  assigned  to  EVN.  The  AN/ARA  50,  an  add-on  device  compat¬ 
ible  with  the  an/arc  51 BX,  gives  the  desired  homing  capability.  An 
ENSURE  request  was  submitted  by  this  headquarters  on  13  October  1966 
for  the  AN/ARA  50  on  the  basie  of  100^  of  all  medical  evacuation  air- 
crfift,  lOO;^  CH-54  aircraft,  1005i  CH-47  aircraft,  and  15^  UH-1  aircraft. 
It  is  anticipated  that  installation  will  begin  in  July  1967.  Addi¬ 
tionally,  every  Army  aircraft  in  RVN  has  a  presently  installed  FM  hortng 
capability  in  the  form  of  either  the  KS/kBC  44  FM  radio,  which  employs 
an  aural  presentation,  or  the  newer  AN/ARC  54  FM  radio,  which  employs 
visual  presentation. 
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AVHGC-DST  (14  Fab  67)  2d  Ind 

SUBJHJT;  Operational  RtiJort-Lassons  Learned  for  the  Period  Ekiding 
31  January  1967  (RCS  CSPaR^65)  (U) 

d.  Reference  paragraph  2c,  pages  8  and  9;  paragraph  2b,  page 
12;  and  paragraph  2g,  1st  indorsment,  concerning  crew  training:  Cur¬ 
rently  USARV  is  receiving  15  quotas  per  month  for  training  of  flight 
crs'sjs  at  the  PACAF  Jungle  Survival  School  (PJSS)  at  Clark  AFB,  Philip¬ 
pines,  This  school  will  be  utiliaed  as  an  interim  measure  until  pilots 
and  crews  can  be  trained  in  survival  and  escape  and  evasion  prior  to 
arriving  in-country.  The  PACAF  and  UiSI  have  established  this  training 
as  a  prerequisito  to  being  assigned  to  duty  in  RVN.  Reconmond  higher 
headquarters  place  emphasis  on  establishing  a  similar  prerequisite  for 
subject  training  of  flight  crews  prior  to  their  assignment  to  USARV 
units. 


e.  Reference  paragraph  5a,  page  11;  paragraph  5,  page  13; 
and  paragraph  2h,  1st  indorsement,  concerning  the  requirement  for  sole- 
user  telephone  and  teletype  circuits;  Circuit  requirements  for  the 
I7th  Combat  Aviation  Group  are  under  study  by  this  office.  Programmed 
requirements  are  being  sutiaitted  to  KACV  for  validation.  Cvirrent  re- 
qpirements  are  being  processed  as  circuit  requests  to  MACV  for  activa¬ 
tion. 


f.  Reference  paragraph  3a,  page  9,  and  paragraph  3a,  pages 
12  and  13,  concerning  aviation  support  for  Republic  of  Korea  infantry 
divisions;  Recommended  action  is  not  within  tile  purview  of  this  head¬ 
quarters.  Recommend  unit  ccsnments  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  ap¬ 
propriate  agencies  for  consideration. 

g.  Reference  paragraph  3b,  page  9;  paragraph  3b,  page  13;  and 

paragraph  2i,  Ist  indorsement,  concerning  briefings;  Concur  mth 

action  reported  by  Ist  Aviation  Brigade  in  Ist  Indorsement. 

h.  Reference  paragraph  4a,  page  10,  concerning  shipment  of 
supplies  through  aerial  ports;  Transportation  Movement  Agency  ATCO's 
cooixiinate  daily  with  Air  Force  aerial  port  personnel  in  orxier  to  main¬ 
tain  a  constant  record  of  Army  offered  cargo.  1-laximum  effort  is  exerted 
to  preclude  losses  and  a  system  of  security  checks  for  cargo  at  aerial 
ports  exists.  A  system  to  determine  in-flight  losses  seems  superfluous 
since  losses  are  rare.  Emphasis  ia  beat  placed  on  proper  documentation 
of  cargo  to  minimize  misshipments  and  cargo  loss. 


AVHGG-DST  ( 14  Feb  6?)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Leaiaod  for  the  Period  Ending 
31  January  196?  (RCS  CSF0R.65)  (U) 

i.  Reference  paragraph  4c,  pages  10  and  11;  paragraph  4cj  page 
13;  and  paragraph  2e,  let  indorsement,  concerning  collective  friction- 
collet  assenbly:  The  requisition  of  MWO  kits  by  the  unit  vss  processed 
as  a  routine  requirement;  however,  in  view  of  the  difficulty  reported  by 
the  17th  Combat  Aviation  Group,  action  is  being  taken  to  expedite  the 
receipt  of  these  kits. 

FOR  THE  CfflMANDIS: 
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